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One  of  the  most  demanding  but  rewarding  jobs  a  person  can  take  on 
in  life  is  being  a  parent.  Think  what  it  must  be  like,  then,  to  be  a  foster 
parent.  All  good  parents  want  to  nurture  their  offspring  through  illness, 
to  guide  them  through  the  trials  of  adolescence,  to  help  them  build 
independent  futures.  Foster  parents  do  the  same  thing  only  for  other 

people’s  children. 


Each  year  in  Illinois,  more  than  10,000  boys  and  girls  of  all  races 
and  ages  need  foster  parents — for  a  few  days,  a  few  months,  or 
longer.  Most  are  abused  or  neglected  youngsters.  Many  are  brothers 
and  sisters  who  need  to  stay  together.  Others  are  infants  born  with 
their  parent’s  drug  addiction  or  HIV  infection.  Some  are  teenage 
mothers  who  need  homes  to  take  them  and  their  children. 


Foster  parents  will  take  them  all.  They’ll  love  and  care  for  them  as 
if  they  were  their  own  and  then,  when  the  children’s  families  work  their 
problems  out,  see  the  children  return  home.  For  all  this,  they  will  get 


expenses  from  the  state  or  agency  they  work  with,  plus  the  satisfaction 

of  knowing  they  helped  a  family  in  a  time  of  need. 


Offering  Support 


People  of  Faith  for  Foster  Care  is  a  movement  to  help  foster  parents 
provide  this  important  service.  It’s  a  spirit  of  sharing  hearts  and  homes. 

Foster  families  can  probably  be  found  in  your  own  congrega¬ 
tion — certainly  in  your  own  community.  Most  are  no  better  off  than  the 
average  family.  And  their  time  is  just  as  limited  too.  People  of  Faith 
suggests  that  your  congregation  make  the  recruitment  and  support  of 
these  families  one  of  its  social  ministries. 


Providing  this  support  can  be  accomplished  in  many  ways.  It  can 
be  as  simple  as  bringing  a  meal  to  the  foster  home  occasionally  to  give 
the  parents  a  break  from  kitchen  chores.  It  can  be  as  inexpensive  as 
caring  for  the  children  periodically  so  the  parents  can  have  an  evening 
to  themselves.  It  can  be  as  helpful  as  taking  foster  children  to  doctor’s 
and  dentist’s  appointments  when  the  foster  parents  can’t  easily  do  so. 
It  can  be  as  rewarding  as  sponsoring  a  dinner  for  foster  families  to  rec¬ 
ognize  the  contributions  they  make. 


Share  in  Creating  a  Togetherness  of  Families 

HH  A  foster  care  ministry  can  be  as  fulfilling  in  its  own  way  as  foster  care 
itself.  Consider  it  for  your  own  congregation.  All  that’s  needed  are 
people — and  faith — and  the  willingness  to  put  one  to  work  for  the  other. 

The  state  Department  of  Children  and  Family  Services  or  a  partici¬ 
pating  foster  care  agency  will  be  happy  to  explain  how  your  congrega¬ 
tion  can  start  a  People  of  Faith  for  Foster  Care  program.  Call  the 
resource  specialist  at  your  local  DCFS  office,  any  other  participating 
agency,  or  the  toll-free  Foster  Care  Information  Line: 


1-800-624-KIDS 
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Sponsored  by  the  Illinois  Department  of  Children 
and  Family  Services  and  by  private  foster  care 
agencies  in  Illinois  whose  individual  recruitment 
and  support  programs  for  foster  parents  are 
affiliated  with  People  of  Faith  for  Foster  Care. 


